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Shailja Sharma 
 
Shailja Sharma is a young Australian of Fiji-Indian descent who is passionate 
about community development and equal opportunity for all. Interested in 
building consensus and creating effective solutions to complex challenges, 
she has been involved in volunteering, student leadership, and political 
advocacy. Currently, Shailja works full-time as a policy officer for the Victorian 
Government. She has competed in Model United Nations internationally, 
winning awards in New York and in Sydney. Shailja has worked as an intern 
at Plan International Australia and the Victorian State Parliament. She is 
passionate about queer issues, access to education, and empowering young 
leaders. In particular, Shailja has focused on gender equality, specifically 
in terms of barriers to education and political representation. She enjoys 
working with a diverse range of people and delights in having discussions 
about anything and everything. She is fascinated by world news, terrible 
memes, and colour-coded spreadsheets. Shailja would describe herself as 
adaptable, inquisitive, and innovative.
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Leela Gray 
 
Leela Gray is a passionate advocate of human rights policy reform, racial 
literacy, and community-making. In her final year of a Bachelors at the 
University of Melbourne, Leela studies a double major of Political Science and 
Indigenous Studies. Leela moved to Australia in 2014, after living in Cambodia, 
Singapore, and Thailand growing up. She is Malaysian and British by origin 
and spends her time navigating the liminal space of a bicultural identity, 
understanding her white privilege, and building inclusive communities. Leela 
has a breadth of experience within facilitation, public speaking, and youth 
leadership, including representing Australia at the 2018 Asia Pacific Youth 
Conference. She is currently a member of global peacebuilding NGO Initiatives 
of Change, mutual aid project The Food Angels, and is an ambassador for the 
University of Melbourne. Leela will also be undertaking an internship in June 
2022 at the Institute of Non-violence. Leela believes that multicultural young 
people exist within unique intersections of identity that shape resilience, 
compassion, and altruism. Our stories should be seen and celebrated instead 
of assimilated and silenced. Leela invites you to imagine a more just and 
equitable world and is excited to work on getting there together.
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Wesley Chen 
 
Wesley Chen is a year 11 student with a background of community service 
in his local area of Monash City. From a young age, he has developed a 
special interest in Mental Health, Youth Voice and Indigenous Australia. 
Wesley has avidly championed for youth rights alongside Monash Council, 
including a five-year-long campaign to Federal Government for a dedicated 
Headspace Centre, which concluded successfully. Wesley is a member of the 
Monash Youth Committee, Reconciliation Group, and has served as a Youth 
Ambassador and QuikSound productions crew member. He is also a lead 
writer for the Monash Student Space publication. Since 2021, Wesley has been 
a Kwong Lee Dow Scholar under the University of Melbourne. He has acquired 
a certificate in four courses from Harvard University, including Children’s Rights 
in Theory and Practice. In school, Wesley serves his second year as the student 
Co-Editor for publications, and is the Debating Vice-Captain.

Kasun Kalhara 
 
Kasun Kalhara is an educator, entrepreneur, advocate, social worker, and 
motivational speaker. He is an aspiring leader inspired by Servant Leadership 
and he actively practices leadership by thriving for others’ betterment. He 
sees leadership as an opportunity to serve others. He is driven by passion, 
experience, and inspiration. Passion to help others. Experience from previous 
engagement. Inspiration from exemplary leaders. As he believes “Education 
is the global passport to becoming a global citizen’’, he has a strong desire 
to put his fullest contribution for the academic prosperity of the tertiary 
students. With the belief of “Altruism is the first while egoism comes the last”, 
Kasun always showed a deep passion towards student affairs including 
welfare considerations, academic and career development of past, present, 
and prospective students. Kasun has experience in advisory, policy-
making and administrative levels across different governance schemes. He 
volunteers as a social worker and his personal attitude puts a premium on 
multiculturalism and offers equal opportunities to upgrade students’ life-
profiles. Kasun is a global citizen and he thrives to make the planet more 
equal. He has been known as a ‘Servant Leader’ and a ‘Global Citizen’. He 
identifies himself as a ‘Life Engineer’.
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Ann-Vu Ngo 
 
Ann-Vu Ngo is a Vietnamese-Australian young woman who is passionate 
about advocating for multicultural youth. She is currently in her third year 
of a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Melbourne, majoring in Sociology. 
Ann-Vu regularly takes part in university led forums where she represents 
student voices and advocates for their needs. She also has volunteered 
with the Multicultural Youth Advocacy Network, the Business Innovation Lab, 
Batyr, and the Foundation for Integrated Rural Development Uganda. Her 
interests include postcolonialism, gender and sexuality, digital technologies, 
education and public health. Ann-Vu hopes that by joining the YAG, she will 
be able to use her knowledge and expertise to design solutions for complex 
issues which multicultural youth face in their everyday lives.

Thisuni De Silva
 
Thisuni De Silva, a proud Sri Lankan woman, is currently studying a Bachelor 
of Law and Global Studies at Monash University, specialising in human rights. 
Thisuni is particularly passionate about youth advocacy and increasing 
access to education, having interned at the Youth Affairs Council Victoria, 
and worked as an Access Monash Mentor for numerous years. Thisuni is also 
a strong advocate for the promotion of intersectional feminism to achieve 
gender equality and hopes to elevate the voices of those who occupy 
multiple intersecting spaces within society. As a daughter of immigrants, 
Thisuni has navigated the unique landscape of growing up in Australia as 
a multicultural person. She hopes to bring this lived experience and her 
passion for advocacy to collectively achieve positive social change through 
her involvement in the YAG this year.
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James Liang 
 
James Liang (梁梁梁) is a medical student, scientist, advocate and Australian-
born Chinese (ABC) young person. He is passionate about healthcare 
equity, promotion of mental health within culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities, meaningful youth representation, and Australian migration 
policy overhaul. James has previously worked as a management consultant 
within healthcare strategy, and with non-government organisations in social 
services design within the Indo-Pacific. He is a Bachelor of Science Advanced 
- Global Challenges graduate, where he worked on initiatives and delivered 
programs addressing mental health stigma in upper-primary students, 
energy poverty within outer-suburban Australia, homelessness sector reform, 
and global health policy. He is also a Create Change Fellow at Democracy in 
Colour, previously a People of Colour representative at Monash University and 
involved within the Australian-Chinese community. When he isn’t studying or 
working, he can be found swimming laps at the pool, learning new skills or 
exploring the outdoors.

Anna Louey  
 
Anna Louey is an actor, advocate and athlete. As a performer and theatre 
maker, she strives for the representation of diverse faces in media and 
creative industries. She believes in the importance of seeing our multicultural 
society accurately reflected on screens, stages and in leadership positions. 
Anna studied Politics and International Studies and Chinese Studies at the 
University of Melbourne and UCLA. As a Chinese-Australian woman, Anna 
aspires for a deeper understanding of the complex migrant experience and 
the barriers faced in finding belonging. Creating an inclusive society that 
dismantles racist and discriminatory structures is an integral part of Anna’s 
advocacy. Anna also works in the education sector at Centre for Multicultural 
Youth and in the City Development branch of local government. She is driven 
to create an education system that fully supports and empowers diverse 
young people to reach their potential. Anna has worked and volunteered with 
various organisations focused on empowering young people, including the 
YMCA, KIDS Foundation and United Nations Youth Victoria. Outside of work, 
Anna can be found on the athletics track, training for her next race.
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Feyza Narli 
 
Feyza Narli is an asylum seeker, advocate and science student. Feyza’s 
envision is a multicultural society, free from oppression and exploitation, in 
which individuals from CALD backgrounds thrive with power and purpose. 
In her first year of a bachelor’s at Monash University, Feyza studies a 
double major in Computer Science and Genetics. As a future scientist, 
Feyza believes that an essential part of studying science is understanding 
the importance science has in creating a positive change for our future. 
For Feyza, it is all about developing change agent capabilities and making 
positive social change in the wider community. Feyza is passionate about 
human rights, gender equality, access to education and public health. During 
her previous volunteering experience with CMY, Feyza made meaningful 
connections and became more immersed in the community. Feyza hopes 
that by joining the YAG, she can share her insights as a young asylum seeker 
and assist young people in empowering themselves. When Feyza isn’t 
studying or working, she can be found socialising with her friends, learning 
new skills or appreciating the beauty of the outdoors. 



facebook.com/likeCMY

twitter.com/talktoCMY

centre.for.multicultural.youth 

au.linkedin.com/company/ 
centre-for-multicultural-youth

CONNECT WITH US

CMY’s Youth Advisory Group (YAG) provides an 
opportunity for young people from migrant and 
refugee backgrounds to have input into CMY’s work, 
including program development and speaking on 
issues that should be at the forefront.

Views and ideas expressed by YAG members have 
been instrumental in the decision-making processes  
of CMY management and the Board.

If you would like to arrange a consultation with members 
of our Youth Advisory Group, please contact the Youth 
Leadership team on youthleadership@cmy.net.au or 
call (03) 9340 3700.


