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	 3.
	 During	the	interview	remember	that:
>	 	Your child must tell the police their name and address.

>	 	Your child has the right not to answer any other 
questions. They can say ‘no comment’ to all 
police questions. This should not stop them from 
receiving bail (that is, being allowed to leave the 
station). What your child says to the police may be 
used against them in court. However, the law does 
not assume that someone is guilty because they 
answered ‘no comment’ to police questions. 

>	 	Your child can ask the police to explain the 
questions if they do not understand.

>	 	They should never just agree with what is being 
said because they don’t understand or because 
they think it would be rude not to.

	 4.
	 After	the	interview
>	 	You need to be there if the police want to take  

your child’s fingerprints.

>	 	A police officer will ask if you and your child were 
satisfied with the police treatment. If you were not 
happy with the way that you or your child were 
treated, it is important that you say this to the police.

>	 	Your child may receive a formal ‘Caution’ – this is 
a serious warning from the police. This means that 
your child has admitted to breaking the law but  
does not have to go to court and will not receive  

a criminal record.

>	 	If your child does not receive a ‘Caution’, one of the 
following may happen:

	 •	 	Your child is charged and receives ‘bail’. This 
means that they are allowed to leave the station. 
They will be asked to sign a document in which 
they promise to go to court on a certain day. 
Police may want to add other conditions to this 
‘bail’; or

	 •	 	Your child leaves the police station without 
being charged. However, they may later receive 
a letter explaining that they have been charged. 
The letter will provide a time and date that they 
will have to go to court. This letter is called a 
‘summons’; or  

	 •	 	In some very serious cases, the police may 
want to keep your child in detention until the 
next court day when they can appear at the 
Children’s Court. This is called being ‘remanded 
in custody’. If this happens you should get legal 
advice. Also ask the police where your child will 
be taken and how you can contact them.

>	 	If your child has to attend court, it is important that 
you go with them.
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